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Response to Office Action Dated 12/01/04 Attorney Docket No. 0( 5222.000131 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

L (CurreDtly Amended) A method of identifying clothing combin itions^ the 
method oomprisiDg: 

(a) identifying a first article of clothing and a search reques t by re iding a tag 
embedded in the first article of clothing ; 

(b) identifying a set of rules for selecting clothing combinations; 

(c) transmitting the identification of the first article of clothing, the search 
request and the identification of the set of rules to a rules engine; and 

(d) receiving an identification of a second article of clothing tliat s itisfies the 
set of rules. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the set of rules includes rules for 
permissible color combinations. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the set of rules includ; rules for 
permissible pattern combinations. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I, wherein (a) corajjrist s selecting 
the first article of clothing firom a selection of clothing in a brick and mortar store. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein (a) com]?ris( s selecting 
the first article of clothing from a selection of clothing offered for sale by a web site. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second articles of 
clothing are owned by the same person. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first article of clotldng is part of a 
user's current wardrobe and the second article of clothing is not part of the us< r's current 
wardrobe, 
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9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first article of clotl ing is not 
owned by a user. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein (b) comprises 
identifying an owner of the first article of clothing. 

1 1. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further including: 

(e) receiving the identification of a third article of clothing that s itisfies the 
search request 

12. (Withdrawn) A method of selecting clothing combinations, tl e method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a query including characteristics of a first article i)f cl 3thing, the 
identification of a user and a search request; 

(b) accessing a set of rules associated with the user and for d:termining 
peraiissible clothing combinations; 

(c) utilizing the rules and the characteristics of the first article of clothing to 
identify a second article of clothing that forms an appropriate clothing combii lation with 
the first article of clothing; and 

(d) transmitting an identification of the second article of clothing. 

13. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, wherein the rules comprise: 

a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to be the same s yle. 

14. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, wherein the rules comprise; 

a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to be the t-endii ess level. 

1 5. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 2, v^erein the rules comprise: 

a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to be the sam j formality 

level. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, wherein the rules comprise: 
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a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to have c :)ordinated 
patterns. 

17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, wherein the rules comprise: 

a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to have c:>ordinated 

colors. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 2, wherein the rules comprise: 

a rule requiring the first and second articles of clothing to be made of c aordinated 
materials. 

1 9. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, further including the step of; 
displaying on a display device images of the first and second articles of clothing. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of step 12, further including the step of: 
determining an order to utilize while applying the rules, 

21 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 12, further including the steps of: 

utilizing the rules and the characteristics of the first article of clothiag t ► identify a 
third article of clothing that forms an appropriate clothing combination wi h the first 
article of clothing; and 

(d) transmitting to a display device an identification of the thir< article of 
clothing. 

22. (Withdrawn) A method of selecting clothing that may be of intei^est tc a user, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving from an input device a query including the idesitifi nation of a 
user and a search request; 

(b) accessing a set of rules associated with the user and for c e^emuning 
desirable clothing combinations; 

(c) utilizing the rules and the search request to identify an ippropriate 
clothing combination; and 
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(d) transmitting to a display device an identification of clotiiing con bination. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein the rules reijuin elements 
comprising the clothing combination to be intended for the same gender. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein the rules renuin elements 
comprising the clothing combination to be intended for the same occasion, 

25. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein the rules reciuin elements 
comprising the clothing combination to be of the same style. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein the rules Teijuin elements 
comprising the clothing combination to be intended for the same body type, 

27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein the search request ii eludes the 
identification of an occasion that the user desires to wear a clothing combination ar J the rules 
include a rule for determining how appropriate it is to wear a clothing coml5ina ion to the 
occasion, and 

the utilizing step comprises the steps of: 

accessing clothing attributes for a collection of clothing; 

ranking clothing combinations based on how well each clothing c jmbination 
satisfies the rules. 

28. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, further including the step of di: playing on 
a display device images of the clothing combination. 

29. (Withdrawn) A method of selecting clothing that may be of interest tc a user, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving clothing attributes for a clothing combination selected by a user; 

(b) generating a rule for the selection of additional clothini; cc ubinations 
based on the attributes of the clothing combination selected by the user; 

(c) receiving from an input device a query including the ideatifi :ation of a 
user and a search request; 

(d) accessing a set of rules associated with the user and that L eludes the 
generated rule; 
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(e) utiliang the set of rules and the search request to identiiy an i ppropriate 
clothing combination; and 

(f) transmitting to a display device an identification of clothing con bination. 

30. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the clothing combiaati* m selected 
by the user is a combination the user approves of, 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the clothing combiaati- 'n selected 
by the user is a combination the user does not approve of. 

32. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 3 1 , fiirther including the step oFrec siving and 
identification of the attributes the user does not approve of. 

33. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 29, wherein the clothing combiaati- selected 
by the user is a combination displayed in a magazine. 

34. (Withdrawn) A system for selecting clothing comprising; 

a wardrobe database that stores an identification of clothing owned by s user; 
a rules database of rules for making clothing selection decisions; and 
an inference engine that configured to receive a search request froDt the user, 
retrieve 

rules firom the rules database and select the identification of an aiticle )f clothing 
from the clothing database. 

35. (Original) A computer-readable medium having computer- executable 
instmctions for performing the steps of: 

(a) receiving a query including characteristics of a first article of c) Jthing, the 
identification of a user and a search request; 

(b) accessing a set of rules associated with the user and for djteimining 
permissible clothing combinations; 

(c) utilizing the rules and the characteristics of the first article of Jothing to 
identify a second article of clothing that forms an appropriate clothing combii ation with 
the first article of clothing; and 



(d) 



transmitting an identification of the second article of clothing. 
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36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising, 
(e) editing the set of rules based on an input from a user. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the idt ntification 
includes associated information selected from the group consisting of a product idt ntification 
number, at least one attribute, a user identification, and a type of search. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the identifici tion of the 
second article of clothing is based on the set of rules and at least one characteristic if the first 
article of clothing. 
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